RFQ for RIA Planning and Technical Assistance Services P45-P001-PG
for Public Drinking Water and Wastewater Utilities

Addendum #1 - April 15, 2025

The following information is provided in response to questions received:

1.

Can you clarify whether the RFP is open to financial firms that specialize in the financial components of the
project submitting, or if only engineering firms are eligible to submit?

RESPONSE: The RFQ is open only to architectural, engineering, and surveying firms. Other types of consultants
that can provide desired services are encouraged to team up with an eligible firm as a
subcontractor.

How do you plan to award the work for this project? Will it be awarded separately for the engineering and
financial components, or is the expectation that one team will handle both aspects of the study?

RESPONSE: RIA will engage one of the firms selected through this RFQ to lead a rapid assessment that will
culminate in a report and recommendations. After selection, the consultant will work with RIA on
other sources when forming rapid assessment teams, including subcontractors, existing TA
providers, and volunteers. RIA may engage more than one firm to work as a team if needed to
provide required expertise. RIA may engage the same or a different consultant to conduct
additional analysis.

Will the firm that conducts any of the assessments for a utility awarded through this RFQ be disqualified from the
engineering work should it lead to a project to address those recommendations?

RESPONSE: A firm that provides services through this Viability Program cannot provide engineering services to
the same utility for capital improvement projects that may be funded by RIA during the
implementation stage of this Viability Program. Participation as a Viability Program consultant will
not preclude future contractual services with the assisted utility once the utility completes the
program.

Will the cover, back, tabbed dividers and cover letter count toward the page limit?

RESPONSE: No.

Would the cover, cover letter, table of contents, blank pages to facilitate double-sided printing, exceptions to the
contract (if any), or resumes included in an Appendix count toward the page limit?

RESPONSE: No.

For non-resident firms preparing a submission, are there any certifications or forms we should complete in lieu of
item 3. A Certification stating whether the Firm is a Resident of South Carolina (See SC Code §11-35-3215)?

RESPONSE: Each submittal shall include the following information:
1. Federal Standard Form 330.
2. Certification stating whether the business is or is not a South Carolina resident.
3. Information responsive to the selection criteria; and
4. Any other information that the invitation required.

Is there a minimum and maximum number of project references or references for prior project performance that
should be provided in response to the RFQ?

RESPONSE: The number of example projects provided is at the discretion of the proposer, although the
projects provided should be similar to the general scope of this project. We recommend a
minimum of three references, but that is not a requirement.



